
Tuition is not tax-deductible, but 
your gifts which are given freely 
without an exchange of goods 
and services will be and it is 
something that we all benefit 
from for years to come. Many 
gifts have already been given 
this year, both publicly and 
privately, in support of our 
school, our classrooms and our 
special programs.  

We thank you in advance for 
your consideration of the school 
as a viable recipient of your 
hard earned funds. We spend 
carefully, as needed, to maintain 
a highly skilled staff, engaging 
programs, beautiful classroom 
environments and a safe 
campus. This year’s campaign 
will be targeting capital 
improvements such as a new 
roof, new carpet and new stucco 
for main building. Each of those 
projects has come in with bids 
in excess of $35,000 so our 
target this year is $100,000. We 
will begin with a new roof in the 
spring! Look for those materials 
in your box by the end of the 
month. 

Everything is in full swing 
around here as we head into 
the second nine weeks of the 
fall semester. I can’t believe 
how much we packed into the 
month of September with our 
first parent meeting, a 
campout, a Spirit Night, 
family picnic, Picture Day 
and a staff workshop on 
classroom management. Each 
gathering was more lively 
than the last as we all tried 
new activities, learned new 
things, met new friends and 
enjoyed time with 
grandparents and alumni. We 
have also welcomed many 
new families into the school, 
and a returning parent as 
teacher, Stacia Braude. Ms. 
We are running a yoga class 
for students on Wednesdays 
from 4:30-5:30 in the music 
room, a chess club with 
world champion, Daniela 
Keller, on Thursdays from 
4:30-5:30 in the brickhouse, 
and a running club with 
champion marathoner, Kellie 
Nickerson on Friday 
afternoons from 4:00-5:00. 

October will bring us the Fall 
Festival, classroom 
observations, Halloween and 
Day of the Dead celebrations. 

We will also be launching our 
Annual Fund Campaign at the 
end of this month as a way of 
inviting our school 
community to give a tax-
deductible donation directly 
back to the school in support 
of the general budget. A 
common practice in private 
schools and churches, an 
official and strategic annual 
fund allows us to raise money 
for target expenses, capital 
improvements and special 
projects. The annual fund was 
created to close the gap 
between tuition revenue and 
school expenses by allowing 
families to make a donation to 
the organization to help cover 
costs not covered by tuition, 
right out of their tuition 
discount. For example, if you 
receive a discount on your 
tuition for a sibling or single 
payment, you have the 
opportunity to donate that 
amount back to the school. 

From the Director…      by Trish Nickerson 

Free Parenting Class Oct. 20 on the Nurtured Heart Approach 
“The Nurtured Heart 
Approach is a set of notions 
and strategies that enables 
adults to energetically and 
vividly recognize, appreciate 
and reflect to a child his or 
her positive choices. This, in 
turn, creates what I call 
inner wealth, a deep and 
lasting kind of self-esteem 
that comes from actual 
experiences of being held in 
esteem, day after day, for all 
the ways in which the child is 

not just “being good” or even 
“being great” but for the 
ways in which his very 
existence, along with his 
everyday choices, are held up 
as qualities of the greatness 
he possesses.” Howard 
Glasser, Founder/Director 
The Nurtured Heart Approach 
Parenting Class will be 
offered again at the school for 
first time participants as well 
as those who would like to 
return for a refresher. Class 

will be held on Saturday, 
October 20 from 9AM-noon,  
with our counselor and trainer, 
Danielle Cossett. Free childcare 
will be available in the main 
building with Ms. Trish during 
class time only. Please call Val 
at 897-8375 to register for the 
class and childcare, or sign up at 
this link:   
https://www.punchbowl.com/
parties/ce40eb95592ad81a5210  
 
Guests are welcome.  
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COTTON TALES 
"Life is made of moments, small pieces of glittering mica in a long stretch of 

gray cement. It would be wonderful if they came to us unsummoned, but 
particularly in lives as busy as the ones most of us lead now, that won't 
happen. We have to teach ourselves how to live, really live...to love the 

journey, not the destination.". ~Anna Quindlan 

 
The  
Cottonwood  
Advantage! 
 
Our method supports 
brain learning and the 
development of 
executive functions 

such as...  
 

∗ Inhibition  
∗ Working 

Memory  
∗ Emotional 

Control 
∗ Planning and 

Organization  
∗ Organizational 

Materials  
∗ Self-Monitoring 

∗ Initiation   



We would like to invite you all into 
our classrooms during the last two 
weeks of October so that you can 
see for yourself the wonder of a  
Montessori classroom in action. 
You will be welcomed in for a 
thirty minute view of lessons, work 
cycles or the special that is 
occurring during your visit. We ask 
that you enter the room quietly, take 
a seat in the visitor’s chair, and 
remain unobtrusive throughout your 
stay so that the children can 
maintain their focus and 
concentration. You will notice that 
a great deal of thought is devoted to 
the “prepared environment” of a 
Montessori classroom. Each piece 
of material has been placed on the 
shelf to help the child develop a 
particular skill. You will notice too, 
how the children learn in different 

ways. You will see groups of 
children working cooperatively 
while others work intently alone. 
Still other children may be walking 
through the classroom seemingly 
not engaged in any direct activity. 
Very often, this last type of learner 
is absorbing information through 
observation.  
You will see the teacher act as a 
facilitator of the children’s 
autonomous learning processes. 
Sometimes the teacher provides 
direct instruction and 
encouragement, and at other 
times judicious absence, but 
always a reverence and respect 
for each child’s particular style of 
learning and self regulation 
within the carefully established 
limits and liberties of the 
classroom.  

You will also notice that the classroom 
assistant is not always actively 
involved with teaching. He or she is a 
calm and gentle presence in the 
classroom, quietly helping to maintain 
the environment while unobtrusively 
supporting the teacher in her work with 
the children and the children in their 
work selections.  
Watch the ways in which the children 
offer assistance to one another – with 
the materials and with everyday tasks. 
Note how the younger children absorb 
information from the older children’s 
work simply by being near them and 
how, conversely, the older children will 
assist the younger ones with work that 
they have already mastered.  

have some really special 
GRAND PRIZES, which 
is where you all come in! 
The CSPA is hoping to 
collect gently used stuffed 
animals or other toys that 
you'd like to part with (we 
wouldn't say no to brand 
new prize donations, 
either!).  If you're able to 
bring in donations for 
this, please bring them to 
the FRONT OFFICE 
between 9/25-10/2 (look 
for a big labeled box), so 

As the old adage goes, 
"one child's trash is 
another child's treasure," 
and we're banking on this 
for smashing Fall CSPA 
Carnival success! We'll 
be operating the carnival 
slightly differently this 
year, with kiddos 
collecting tickets from the 
carnival games that they 
will then trade in for 
prizes (think Chucky-
Cheese or Peter Piper 
Pizza).  We're hoping to 

that we have plenty of time 
to sort them out and fill in 
any gaps.  Thank you so very 
much for supporting us in 
this way - the kiddos are 
going to have a blast! 

Feel free to email me if you 
have any questions or would 
like to help out! 

Delynn Davidson 
Co-Owner, SWEAT Yoga Studio, 
LLC 
4500 Osuna Rd NE, Suite 200 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

www.sweatyogastudio.com 

Parent Observations Begin in October 

Fall Festival Carnival from YOUR CSPA! 

Fall Festival on October 19 
food for each member of your 
family then we’ll give you a 
hotdog, chips, and s’mores for 
dessert. But that’s not all….we’ll 
also have drinks, soup, chili and 
caramel apples for sale! There 
will be a hayride, ponies, a 
dessert dance, and a sing-along 
at the campfire in the field. The 
CSPA will host a CARNIVAL 
and we will be selling bowls of 
homemade soup to raise money 
for a local shelter. We need a ton 
of help each year to pull this off 
so look for sign up sheets on the 
class clipboards OR EMAIL.  
 
 
 

Some of the jobs we will need help 
with are: 
1. Hotdog grillers 
2. Soup cookers 
3. Chili makers 
4. Tee shirt sellers 
5. Fire watchers 
6. S’more sponsors 
7. Hayride helpers 
8. Arts and crafters 
9. Cake bakers 
10. Sing a-longers 
11. Ghost story tellers 
12. Trash can dumpers 
13. Cleaner uppers 
It’s one of our favorite nights so 
save the date and sign up to help so 
you don’t miss out on all the fun! 

Our next big event is the annual 
Fall Festival. We will celebrate 
the close of harvest just before 
the frost hits the pumpkins on 
October 16 from 5:00-9:00 p.m. 
Traditionally held on the third 
Friday in October, the Fall 
Festival signals a time when our 
grads and their parents can 
return to the campus they love 
and meet up with the friends 
they have left behind. 
We bring in our own kind of 
harvest for the local Food 
Banks each year by collecting 
canned food in exchange for a 
hotdog supper. That’s right, if 
you bring in at least one can of 
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Happy Fall to all! This 
month in the Toddler 
class we will be collecting 
observing and exploring 
items we collect on our 
nature walks. I am excited 
for them to experience the 
colorful balloons that will 
fill our beautiful Corrales 
sky. Every year we enjoy 
the Balloon Fiesta 
experiences and I am 
excited to share it with 
my little friends. This 
month we will enjoy 
everything “Fall” from 

eating apples, to carving 
pumpkins. Our new songs 
will include 5 Little 
Leaves and 5 Little 
Pumpkins, How Perfect It 
Will Be! Don’t forget to 
visit us at the Fall Festival 
where our class is in 
charge of Apple Cider 
Making. We are excited 
about the changing season 
and we can’t wait for all 
the fun activities that 
come with it! Until next 
month, be well and don’t 
forget to smile!  

 

Ms. Pam’s Toddler Class 

Ms. Amy’s Transition Class (2.5-3.5 years)  
Fall has arrived and 
ushered in a growing 
sense of independence 
and purposeful activity 
in the Transition 
room. We are singing 
songs and reciting 
poems about the many 
delights of autumn, and 
the children are eagerly 
exploring the campus in 
search of colorful 
leaves, pinecones, and 
other signs of the 
changing seasons. 
Pumpkins and gourds 
of all shapes and sizes 
will take center stage in 
our classroom for 
matching, sorting, 
counting, and scrubbing 
activities, as well as 
cooking and art 
experiences. And of 
course, we'll have 
plenty of opportunities 
for raking, crunching, 
and jumping in all of 
those glorious fall 
leaves!  
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As the children move into 
the next phase of the 
semester they have been 
working hard in and out of 
the classroom. The first two 
months of school have 
quickly come and gone, and 
the students are in a happy, 
productive routine. All 
elementary classes have 
returned to, "Specials 
Day" once a week, where 
they enjoy hands on learning 
and participate in group 
activities that provide 
fulfillment and well rounded 
learning outside of the 
classroom. Students have 

gotten to know our new 
music teacher Ms. Christine 
and reconnected with all 
other returning specialists. 
The children have also 
returned to "Discovery 
Hour" on Friday afternoon, 
where they explore more in 
depth topics and interests 
that they choose. As the 
class routine gets more 
settled the teachers are 
adding new challenges, such 
as properly recording 
finished work and including 
those records on a personal 
work plan. The students 
remain interested and eager 

to follow up on the Great 
Lessons through 
experimentation and creation 
of their own learning 
materials. We look forward to 
the Fall season and all the 
changes that will bring to our 
beautiful everyday scenery as 
we begin to include sweaters 
and jackets in our daily prep 
routine. Soon our sky will 
display magnificent colors 
and shapes and we will know 
it is October in Albuquerque, 
Rio Rancho, and 
Corrales.          

The Junior Elementary Classes 

The Early Childhood Classes 
Young children are naturally 
connected to the world 
around them. They notice the 
tiniest seed and the smoothest 
rock. They are born to collect 
and sort, categorize and 
compare and connect with 
the beauty of the world 
around them.  
Some of our favorite Fall 
books that reflect the 
beauty of the season are: 
Because of an Acorn by Lola 
M. Schaefer 
Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf by 
Lois Elhert 
Fall Leaves by Loretta 
Holland 
Ginkgo and the Moon by Lisa 
Mertens 
We invite you to share the 
leaves and seeds from your 
own backyard with your 
child’s classroom! 
 
The season isn’t the only 
thing that is changing! Right 
before our eyes we are 
observing the growth and 
change in your young child. 
Each day the children are 
becoming more and more 
independent. They are 
learning to choose work, 
complete a cycle of activity, 
and best of all, they are 
beginning to learn how to 

solve problems, negotiate with 
others. The young child has an 
intrinsic need for order and 
predictability and in a 
Montessori classroom this need 
is nurtured by the “Prepared 
Environment” The Prepared 
Environment is unique to the 
Montessori Method of 
Education. The calm, well-
ordered environment allows for 
movement and activity and 
facilitates independent learning 
and exploration. Children are 
active participants in their 
learning as they are free to 
choose and work on activities at 
their own pace. Here, children 
experience a combination of 
freedom and self-discipline, as 
guided by this rich environment 
which is both beautiful and 
inviting. 

Development comes from 
within, Nature does not 
hurry but advances 
slowly.”-Fred Rogers 
Welcome Autumn! Fall is 
fun and we have begun to 
discuss the changing season 
and the promise of beautiful 
trees and leaves. We will be 
rubbing, pressing and 
stamping leaves as well as 
collecting many nature 
objects that remind us of this 
changeable season. We are 
making discoveries 
everyday in and out of the 
classroom. With our walks 
through the garden and 
orchard we can find and 
explore nature and all the 
excitement of harvest time 
and the changing season. In 
the classroom we are 
examining seeds on our 
nature table and in the foods 
we eat. Seed exploration is 
on the shelf and the children 
are invited to dissect a bean 
seed to discover the parts of 
a seed. They are learning the 
names such as the cotyledon, 
radicle, embryo and seed 
coat. Imagine the excitement 
and surprise when your child 
opens the tiny seed to find 
the promise of a new plant 
waiting to grow!  
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The senior elementary 
brickhouse is equipped with 
many opportunities for students 
to work on independent choice 
projects. Once they have 
completed their mandatory 
academic work plan, they are 
able to create, experiment, and 
build in our makerspace, film, 
edit, and code on our Mac 
computers, iPads, and ozobots, 
or cook in our fully equipped 
kitchen, just to name a few of 
the many possibilities! To orient 
the students on how to use the 
kitchen materials, we begin the 
year baking for the New Mexico 
State Fair junior baking 
competition. The students learn 
to measure ingredients and 

follow recipes. They also use 
the habit of mind of taking a 
responsible risk by entering 
their work into a judged 
competition. This year, our 
students received one 3rd place 
ribbon and four 2nd place 
ribbons for their various cookie, 
cake and bread recipes. We are 
very proud of their hard work 
and are excited to see that this 
experience has led to many 
more cooking ventures already! 
We can’t wait to see what else 
they whip up as the year 
progresses!   

such as thinking strategies 
where the students learned 
that we play the moves with 
a certain goal in mind, and 
we need time to reach that 
goal. The students practiced 
thinking for 1-2 minutes per 
move, trying not to touch the 
pieces. We played ‘Bug 
House’ in the last 10-15 
minutes of class – the chess 
game requiring 2 people per 
team where they can place 
the chess piece, they receive 
from the team partner, 
anywhere on the board. The 

In the first lesson we 
reviewed openings concepts 
and played a few games. 
In lessons 2 and 3 in 
September we focused on 
opening tactics and 
eliminating the defense. The 
students learned a healthy 
opening setup and practiced 
it by playing games. In week 
3, we learned the concept of 
development, loss and gain of 
a tempo. Students practiced 
the concepts in the games. 
In the weeks 4 and 5, we 
continued on the techniques 

The Senior Elementary Classes 

The AFTERCOOL Program (6-12 years) Chess 

The AFTERCARE Program (2-6 years) by Cyndie Roy 

of October. Playing, 
“Hot air balloon sand 
bag toss.” And singing, 
“The balloon song.” 
Week 2 Pumpkins will 
be the theme. Pumpkin 
apple stamping as well 
as singing the Jack-O-
Lantern song. We will 
be reading, “The biggest 
pumpkin ever. 
Week 3 Creepy, crawly, 
spiders will be 

introduced this week. 
We will be playing, 
Spider web hopscotch, 
singing the Itsy, bitsy 
spider and reading the 
very busy spider by: 
Eric Carle 
Owls and Bats will 
wrap up our month. 
Hoot, hoot, we will be 
singing, “A wise old 
owl.” Making hand 
painted owls and bats. 

As we usher in the 
cooler days and 
changing colors that 
surround us, we also 
welcome all the 
Balloonists that come 
from near and far to 
celebrate Balloon fiesta 
in October here in New 
Mexico.  
The Children will be 
making and decorating 
balloons our first week 
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purpose of Bug House is to 
develop strategies to attack 
the king side. Students enjoy 
playing the bug house at the 
end of class because it gives 
them the option to play in 
teams or with a partner. 
In October we will cover the 
‘discover and double check’, 
‘mate after gaining access’, 
eliminating the defense, and 
key squares. Our first meet 
will be this month also. The 
Chess Club meets every 
Thursday at 4:30-5:30 in the 
brickhouse. 

I hope to see all of you 
at our annual Harvest 
Festival on October 
19th. 



Happy Autumn from the Art 
Studios! This school year is 
off to a perfect start. The 
students, from 3 years to 5th 
grade, have been flying 
through the initial lessons on 
studio care, studio respect, 
and on the use of art tools and 
media. From these lessons we 
jumped right into our yearly 
Square-1 Art project, using 
this assignment to practice 
skills such as design, making 
thumbnails, sketching drafts, 
and creating final pieces to be 
submitted to the printers -- 
just as professional graphic 
artists do! If you are 

unfamiliar with Square-1 Art, 
the students' work is used to 
create beautiful catalogs filled 
with fun, functional and 
lovely products featuring the 
children’s art on each piece. 
We should be receiving their 
catalogs near the end of 
October, in time for orders for 
the holiday season. 

In October, we have started 
our artistic journey through 
Europe in the Emerald Isle, 
were we discussed the famous 
illuminated manuscript, the 
Book of Kells, and touched a 
bit on the life of a Medieval 
scribe. Then we began 

designing our own illuminated 
letters based on the the first 
letters of our names. 

In the last two weeks of the 
month, local Corrales artist and 
expert icon painter Suellen Real 
will be joining our Senior 
Elementary classes to teach us 
how to paint our own miniature 
icons use true egg tempera, gold 
leaf, and traditional techniques! 
This is such an exciting 
opportunity, I look forward to see 
the students beautiful work from 
this project. 

such a great delight to see 
so many 
children 
playing 
in the 
garden at 
recess! 

and then we’ll transition 
into everything about 
apples. From variety taste-
testing to pollination, 
grafting, history, harvest 
and processing, we’ll be 
apple savvy in time for the 
fall festival. We will be 
adding a pergola to support 
grapevines in the garden 
and to create additional 
shade, using donor funds. 
Outdoor gardening 
continues as we plant fall 
and cover crops. Its been 

Art Program by Tricia Larese 

Environmental Program by Becky Pierce 

Drama Program by Kir and Lisa 

Drama in September has 

been a blast. The Senior El. 

has started their Scene 

Study Unit with flying 

colors. The Jr. Elementary 

is getting comfortable on 

stage, getting to know their 

Actor’s Tool Box (body, 

voice, brain, imagination, 

team, self-control). The 

Early Childhood classes 

are continuing their work 

of Imagination  
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This coming month in 
Environmental Ed we will 
wrap up our insect unit 
with a honey bee role 
play game. The Senior 
Elementary students will 
be introduced to an 
environmental 
stewardship project of 
their own choosing. 
Jr. and Sr. El will plant 
the greenhouse beds with 
flowers, herbs and 
vegetables. There will be 
a scavenger hunt for all 

Play. They are building the 

foundations for Actors 

Tool Box, Character 

Creation, and Story 

Theater. All drama classes 

are on cores and seeing self

-expression, growth, and 

joy for our amazing 

Cottonwood students.     



Christine Smith comes to 
Cottonwood ready to start a 
new chapter of her teaching 
career! She  has over 25 
years teaching experience 
and holds a Master’s of 
Music Education with 
Distinction from UNM. Her 
specialty includes world 
drumming and musical 
theater, but she also has 
training in the Orff-
Schulwerk Approach, 
multicultural music, and 
early childhood music. In her 
free time she enjoys 
mountain biking and skiing.  
 

She believes a balanced 
music education should 
include singing, playing 
instruments, moving, 
creating, and listening to 
music from a variety of 
genres and cultures. Active 
Inspire Promethean 
technology is used to 
integrate short video clips, 
visuals, and rhythm reading 
into lessons.  Please see the 
examples below of rhythm 
reading across developmental 
levels.   
Mark your calendars now!  
Exciting performance 
selections are already 

muggles and wizards 
alike. Last year’s event 
brought in over 300 racers 
to our campus who stuck 
around to play Quidditch 
with the UNM team. It’s a 
great way to have fun 
with the whole family and 
support the school. All 
funds raised from the 
FIREBOLT Fun Run will 
go directly to the school’s 
annual fund. 

 

Preparations for the Harry 
Potter themed Firebolt 
Fun Run continue!  If 
you’re interested in 
sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact Trish 
Nickerson. And be sure to 
register online TODAY at 
www.active.com.  This is 
one event you don’t want 
to miss! We’ll have Rebel 
Donuts for the racers, tee 
shirts, live music, food, 
butter beer, a magician 
and activity tables for 

Music Program with Christine Smith 

Firebolt Family Fun Run on November 10! 

Physical Education Program by Kellie Nickerson 
students have a little bit of free time 

to explore the elementary 

playground, and that is such a treat! 

They enjoy swinging, using the 

play structure, throwing frisbees, 

hitting balls with paddles, and much 

more!  

Elementary: Team building 

challenges and games proved to be 

fun and great lessons in 

cooperation. It is rewarding to see 

students working together toward a 

common goal while practicing 

patience, leadership, and teamwork. 

These will be skills they will need 

throughout the year in order to work 

together not just in PE, but in their 

other specials and in their classroom 

as well. Their cooperation was most 

obvious when using the parachute 

cooperatively four weeks into 

specials. The parachute is big, fun 

work, but it only works when the 

students are willing to take turns, 

follow instructions, and support their 

classmates. The joy on their faces 

during every activity involving the 

parachute warms my heart. It is 

looking like this is going to be a year 

of big growth and a lot of fun!  

Early Childhood: Personal space, 

sharing, mirroring movements, 

starting and stopping on cue, 

games, and more have been some 

of the things the early childhood 

students have been working on in 

Physical Education. Fun is the 

name of the game and we have lots 

of it each week in class! The 

students are working hard to help 

their bodies grow and develop each 

week in class. We are practicing 

creative ways to move and are 

working on being aware of our 

bodies in a shared space with 

others. At the end of each class the 
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planned for the Peace 
Concert on Dec. 1st, and a 
Spring Musical by Jr./Sr. 
Elementary is scheduled for 
April 30th.  Both 
performances will be at 
Albuquerque Academy 
Simms Auditorium. More 
details to follow at a later 
date. Song files for each age 
group will be posted on the 
website soon.   
Ms. Christine is excited about 
being an integral part of the 
Cottonwood School and 
getting to know our awesome 
students and school 
community.  

Ms. Christine says, “This is 
the best job ever!”.  



3896 Corrales Road 
Corrales, New Mexico  87048 

505-897-8375 
 
 

Our heartfelt thanks to… 

 

• Meg Wallace for donating charms for our silk road journey! 

• Denise Kestner for donating science materials to the Sr. El. 

• Willi Bickmore for donating yoga ball chairs to Sr. El. 

• Jessica Fleigle for running a support dog Discovery Hour. 

• Lisa Sage for donating funds to Ms. Estela and Ms. Eliza-

beth to purchase classroom materials in the preschool. 

• Susan Torres for sponsoring the chili ristras in Sr. El. 

• Brett and Leila Johnson for working on our school website. 

• Cynthia Patulski for working on our garden design. 

• Mimi Ludden for sponsoring the yoga classes on Wed. 

 

our environment and 
food. It felt good to 
stand in the garden 
and see the children 
stroll through, 
plucking little 
tomatoes from plants 
they’ve grown, seeing 
how the pears they 
bite into are 
connected to a 
favorite shade 
tree.  Or the two little 
boys who gently 
carried the chickens 
to their watering 
can.  Or the girls who 
came over on their 
lunch break wanting 
to collect eggs and 
help out in the 
greenhouse.  Yes! This 
gives me hope, and I 
want to be a part of 
that. 

We welcome former 
Cottonwood parent 
and local author, 
historian, activist, 
photographer, and 
gardener, Stacia 
Braude, to our EE 
program. Stacia is 
coming on board to 
support Ms. Becky. 
She writes: I am 
excited and inspired 
to join the team at 
Cottonwood! I was 
really impressed to 
see how the 
greenhouse, garden 
and orchard have 
emerged and evolved 
over the past few 
years to provide 
children, their 
families and 
Cottonwood staff a 
way to connect with 

 I’m excited about the 
pollinator garden, bee-
keeping and honey 
production for the school, 
helping parents and the 
community share the 
benefits of the garden’s 
produce, and other 
projects on Becky’s dream 
list. I believe I can help 
strengthen Cottonwood’s 
connection to the rest of 
the Corrales community, 
perhaps shared garden 
meals with local seniors, 
etc.  I’d love to help foster 
children feeling connected 
to their home environment 
through story-telling and 
photography as well.   

Welcome Ms. Stacia Braude! 

www.cottonwoodschool.o
rg 

 
3896 Corrales Rd 

Corrales, NM 
87048 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to 
encourage the  

potential of each 
child through an 
interdisciplinary 

curriculum which 
cultivates  

intellectual 
achievement,  

artistic abilities 
and creative  
reasoning in  

accordance with 
Montessori   
philosophy. 


